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Seminar Agenda

 Rules for School Psychology

 Legal issues quiz

 Break

 Lecture on the Psychoeducational Report
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Rules for School Psychology

 In this lecture I will share with you my 
personal “Rules for School Psychology,” 
which are the product of almost 20 years 
of school psychology practice and over a 
decade of experiences training new 
school psychologists. These are nothing 
new or earth shaking, but as you begin 
your school psychology graduate 
education, I thought it important to share 
my “rules for school psychology” with 
you. 
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Rules for School Psychology

 Rule 1. Focus on student needs.

 Student needs dictate my recommended 
interventions, not what is desired by 
adults.
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Rules for School Psychology

 Rule 2. There is no such thing as bad 
data.

 However, I can make bad data 
interpretations. 
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Rules for School Psychology

 Rule 3. Look for information that guides 
interventions.

 Truly meaningful data about a student 
provides me with guidance that leads to 
student success.
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Rules for School Psychology

 Rule 4. Be prepared to ask difficult 
questions and deliver bad news.

 This will make me uncomfortable. 
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Rules for School Psychology

 Rule 5. Everything is data.

 There are many ways through which I can 
understand a student and develop my 
psychoeducational recommendations. 
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Rules for School Psychology

 Rule 6. Statistics do not dictate actions.

 Tests don’t make psycho-educational 
recommendations, I do! 
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Rules for School Psychology

 Rule 7. Never draw a conclusion from a 
single data source.

 I need to look for multiple sources of 
agreement before coming to any 
conclusion. 
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Rules for School Psychology

 Rule 8. There is no such thing as an 
“un-testable” student.

 There are students for whom my 
standardized tests are psychometrically 
invalid.  
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Rules for School Psychology

 Rule 9. Earn the privilege of sharing an 
“expert” opinion.

 Just because I am a “school psychologist” 
doesn’t mean I will always be listened to. 
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Rules for School Psychology

 Rule 10. Strive to give away psychology.

 My psycho-educational strategies are not 
covert and should be understood by all. 
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Rules for School Psychology

 Rule 11. Be attentive to what students 
do well.

 I need to assertively identify student 
strengths and use this information to 
guide my recommended interventions. 
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Rules for School Psychology

 Rule 12. Always tell students what to 
do.

 I need to avoid simply telling students 
what not to do. 
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Rules for School Psychology

 Rule 13. Ask good questions and be a 
life-long learner.

 I should never think I have all the answers
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Rules for School Psychology

 Rule 14. Be a critical consumer of 
psycho-educational tools and 
interventions.

 I strive to use empirically supported 
tools/interventions, but at the same time 
remain open to new approaches. 
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Quiz: Legal  Issues

 Take no more that 10 minutes to respond to the quiz on 
legal issues (although the break will follow this quiz so 
you are free to take some break time to complete the 
quiz). 

 Given the nature of this class, this quiz will focus on 
eligibility criteria and in particular those criteria that 
find the school psychologist playing a primary role in 
eligibility determinations.
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The Psychoeducational 
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Identifying information and 
Reason for Referral
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Psychoeducational 
Procedures
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Psychoeducational 
Procedures (continued)
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Background  Information
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Background  Information 
(continued)
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Current Assessment Data
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Current Assessment Data 
(continued)
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Current Assessment Data 
(continued)
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Summary and Educational 
Implications
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Summary and Educational 
Implications (continued)
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Summary and Educational 
Implications (continued)
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Summary and Educational 
Implications (continued)
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Summary and Educational 
Implications (continued)
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The Concluding Statement
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Complete Report
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 A sanitized Sample Report that I wrote

Questions?
Coming  up next …
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